Edward Taylor (ca. 1642-1729)

Huswifery

              1

Make me, O Lord, thy  Spinning Wheel complete.

              2    
 Thy Holy Word my Distaff make for me.


Stick w/ raw wool
              3

Make mine Affections thy Swift Flyers neat


twists thread to bobbin
              4     
And make my Soul thy holy Spool to be.

              5     
My Conversation make to be thy Reel

              6     
And reel the yarn thereon spun of thy Wheel.

              7

Make me thy Loom then, knit therein this Twine:

              8     
And make thy Holy Spirit, Lord, wind quills:


spools
              9

Then weave the Web thyself. The yarn is fine.

excellent
            10     
Thine Ordinances make my Fulling Mills.


religious rules/laws
            11     
Then dye the same in Heavenly Colors Choice,

            12    
 All pinked with Varnished Flowers of Paradise.

decorated  embellished
            13

Then clothe therewith mine Understanding, Will,

            14    
 Affections, Judgment, Conscience, Memory

            15

My Words, and Actions, that their shine may fill

            16     
My ways with glory and thee glorify.

            17    
 Then mine apparel shall display before ye

18 That I am Clothed in Holy robes for glory.

The Conceit:

“Huswifery” develops out of an intricate comparison between cloth making and God’s granting of grace.  Such an extended comparison between two startlingly different things—a lowly household task and salvation—is a type of metaphor called a conceit.  As a Puritan, Taylor believed that the miracle of grace consisted in mighty God consenting to join with lowly human beings.  Thus, it was natural for him to compare the granting of grace to a housewife making homespun clothes.  In his imaginative conceit, Taylor expresses a key Puritan belief.  Grace is a miraculous transformation of oneself from coarse imperfections to shining purity, a transformation as total and dramatic as turning fuzzy wool into majestic robes.

Assignment:

You are going to create your own conceit.  Choose from one of the topics listed below and fashion your own poem in the same manner that Taylor did--- break the topic into its components and make the comparison to gaining salvation.  Start with the same first line:

Make me, O Lord, thy _______ complete

And continue for an 8-10 line poem.

Topics:

butterfly

car

computer

flower
musical instrument
vacuum cleaner

motorcycle

your own choice












